Pathogenic diseases, whether accidentally or intentionally introduced, have long been associated with colonial arrivals in Indigenous territories. Barbara Mann identifies disease agents as tools of imperial expansion during an era when Indian removals were part of America's official public policy. Through painstaking analysis and source criticism, she illuminates key moments between 1760 and 1850 when virulent disease was deliberately spread among Native American populations.
knew would be consumed by Native people. When an outbreak of measles hit, the missionaries offered to treat the Natives with the current remedy--strychnine (nux vomica)---only administered at such high dosages that a 50% death rate resulted.
There are a few shortcomings in Mann's book. She ends, too abruptly, with chapter four. A closing chapter with synthesis and suggested applications of this research in current debates would have been very helpful. Her terse introduction offers little guidance for alternative or collaborative research models, and there are moments in each chapter when her ironic tone detracts from the power of her arguments. The intentional outbreaks of the 1700s and 1800s could have been better positioned in the aftermath of accidental outbreaks in the 1600s; these were exploited by eastern colonists as supposed evidence of God's choice to "sweepe away by heapes the Salvages" thereby clearing the land for Christian settlement (Morton 1637:120) . In this light, it would have been interesting to hear Mann's challenge to the historical characterization of disease in the Americas as "virgin soil epidemics" (Crosby 1986:196 Overall, Mann's work is provocative, informed, and refreshing. She provides crucial historical evidence that effectively answers the charge (by some modern scholars) that disease epidemics were largely accidental, and that complaints of genocide are merely polemical. She stresses the need for meticulous research to establish clear lines of accountability. Most importantly, she makes it clear that the intentional spread of disease abetted a general discourse of destruction that promoted death (by whatever means) as an appropriate "final solution" to the Indian problem. That toxic dream informed the vision of manifest destiny, resonates in American popular culture, and continues to threaten Indigenous survival today.
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